Conserving Bees in Iowa Field Crops
Honey bees, bumble bees, and native solitary bees are all important
pollinators. Many foods require pollination from bees. Crops such as
apples, blueberries, squash, melons, and raspberries require bees to
produce fruit. Unfortunately, many bee populations are in decline, increasing production risk for fruit and vegetables in the United States.
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Why should we care about bees?
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Yes! Even though corn and soybean do not require bees to be pollinated, many bees visit Iowa’s corn and soybean fields. Entomologists
at Iowa State University found over 25 bee species in soybean and
27 bee species in corn. These include social bees like honey bees and
bumble bees as well as solitary bees.

Certain farming practices can be harmful to bees. Examples include
bee exposure to seed treatment dust during planting or exposure to
insecticides when field crops are blooming. Also, a landscape comprised solely of soybean and corn does not provide all the resources
bees need to survive. Bees require nectar and pollen from spring to
fall, before and after corn and soybean flowers are present.
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Can farming harm bees?
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What we can do to help Iowa bees
Conserving Iowa’s bees requires effort from everyone. The goal of these recommendations is to create
a safer environment for bees and provide them with the resources they need.

Decrease Bee Exposure to Insecticides
• Reduce dust from treated seeds during
planting.
• Apply insecticides when crops are not flowering to limit bee exposure.
• Watch for “No Spray” signs and
use the IDALS Senstive Crops
Directory to locate beehives near
your farm.

Increase Bee Habitat
• Provide nectar and pollen resources on your
farm by planting flowers that are attractive
and useful to bees.
• Plant a combination of flowering plants that
provide blooms continuously throughout
the growing season.

Additional Resources:
• Sensitive Crops Directory. Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship.
http://www.ent.iastate.edu/sensitive
• Proper Planting of Treated Seed and Sustaining Bee Health. Bayer CropScience.
http://www.ent.iastate.edu/bhealth
• Conserving Beneficial Insects with Native Plants. Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture.
http://www.ent.iastate.edu/native
• Protecting Bees in Iowa. Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
http://www.ent.iastate.edu/bees
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