IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY ............. Actlwtles ....................... '

Department of Entomology

Personnel News

Shannon Ashmore, a participant in the Program
for Women in Science and Engineering, conducted
research in the Bonning lab during the summer.
Shannon worked with Nina Richtman on the inter-
action between Bt toxins and baculoviruses in black
cutworm larvae.

Nick Behrens joined the Coats lab as a Masters stu-
dent in August. He is from Sioux City, Iowa. Nick
recently graduated from our entomology undergrad-
uate program.

Mariana Chiozza is majoring in Genetics, with Matt
O’Neal and Gustavo MacIntosh as major advisors.

Aaron Gross is majoring in Toxicology in the Coats
lab. He is from Minnesota and completed his BS
degree in Biochemistry at St. Cloud State University
in Minnesota.

Erica Hellmich joined the Bartholomay lab as a Mas-
ters student in August.

Ashley Jessick has transferred into the Coats lab in
May, as an MS student majoring in Toxicology. Ash-
ley is from Omaha, Nebraska and received her un-
dergraduate degree from Wartburg College in lowa,
majoring in Chemistry and Biochemistry.

Ian Murphy joined the Coats lab in August, seeking
an MS degree in Toxicology. Ian comes to us from
Virginia Commonwealth University, where he re-
ceived his BS degree in Forensic Sciences.

Graduations

Jeffrey Bradshaw graduated with a PhD in August
with co-majors in both entomology and plant
pathology. The title of his dissertation was, “Bean
pod mottle virus biology and management in Iowa.”
He is currently employed as an Extension postdoc in
the department. Marlin Rice was his major advisor.

May to September 2007

Awards and Honors

Greg Courtney was promoted to Full Professor.
Greg was also appointed a courtesy faculty mem-
ber in the Department of Ecology, Evolution, and
Organismal Biology, lowa State University. The
appointment is continuous.

Keri Henderson, won first place in the PhD Stu-
dent Platform Competition, at the Ozark-Prairie
Regional Meeting of the Society of Environmen-
tal Toxicology and Chemistry. Keri also received
second place in the Student Poster Competition
of the Agrochemicals Division of the American
Chemical Society National Meeting in Boston,
MA in August.

Junwei Zhu (MSTRS Technologies, Inc.) re-
ceived an award in June from the Iowa Small
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) program for
Most Innovative SBIR Award.

David Dorhout graduated with an MS in
Entomology in May. The title of his thesis was
“Ecology and behavioral studies of the western bean
cutworm (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) in Iowa.” He

is currently employed as a research entomologist
with Pioneer Hi-Bred International in Johnston, IA.
Marlin Rice was his major advisor.

Lindsey Gereszek graduated in May with an MS in
Toxicology and Biochemistry. She has been hired as
a chemist at the lowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship Pesticide Laboratory in Ankeny,
IA. Joel Coats was her advisor.

Dingfei Hu graduated from the Joel Coats lab in
August with his PhD in Toxicology. He has accepted
a postdoc position at the University of lowa in the
Environmental Engineering Department.



Hirofumi Kosaki graduated in August with his MS
degree in Toxicology. He will be returning to Japan to
look for employment in environmental sciences. Joel
Coats was Hiro’s major advisor.

Zhiyan Liu graduated with a doctorate in Genetics in
May. Her dissertation was titled, “Subcellular location
and function of a putative juvenile hormone esterase
binding proteins in Drosophila melanogaster.” Zhiyan
has joined a lab at Harvard Medical School to
conduct research on development of the eye, using
Drosophila as a model organism. Bryony Bonning
was her major advisor.

Kelsey Prihoda graduated in May with an MS

in Toxicology. She has been hired to be an
ecotoxicologist at Pioneer Hi-Bred's research center
in Johnston, IA. Joel Coats was her advisor.

The following entomology undergraduates graduated
in May: Nicholas Behrens, Joseph Carson, Brendan
Dunphy, and Melinda Thede.
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Out-of-state Travel

Joel Coats, Keri Henderson, Gretchen Paluch, and
Fan Tong traveled to Boston, MA, August 19-21 to
present research at the American Chemical Society
Meetings.
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Greg Courtney traveled to Oregon twice (17 May

- 13 June, 19 July - 8 August), to conduct field work
and meet with colleagues from Oregon State Univer-
sity and H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest.

Jessica Davis traveled to Ann Arbor, MI, and Cam-
bridge, MA, July 22 to August 1 to study type speci-
mens.

Jessica Davis and Matt Peterson traveled to the
Western U.S. from June 12-July 4 on a research col-
lecting trip to collect specimens and locate distribu-
tion points for their research with crane flies.

Keri Henderson traveled to Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, Stillwater, OK, from May 8 — 11 to train col-
laborators on use of radiolabelled sulfamethazine and
erythromycin in an invertebrate uptake and metabo-
lism study, as part of the large multi-year USDA-NRI
grant awarded to Coats et al. last year.

Keri Henderson, Dingfei Hu, and Ashley Jessick
traveled to St. Louis, MO, May 20-22 to present
research in the Ozark-Prairie regional meeting of the
Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry.

Beth Minner, Linda Naeve, Carol Pilcher, Kristine
Schaefer, and Mark Shour (staff in the Extension
Pest Management and the Environment group) at-
tended the North American Pesticide Applicator
Certification and Safety Education Workshop in
Portland, ME, August 19-23.

Carol Pilcher traveled to Urbana, IL, from June 19-
22 to work with NC IPM Center Vegetable Working
Group on program evaluation. She also traveled to
San Diego, CA, to present at the American Phyto-
pathological Society meeting from July 29 to
August 3.

Patti Prasifka traveled to San Diego, CA, August 21-
24 for an Entomological Society of America planning
meeting.

Marlin Rice traveled to Baltimore, MD, June 4-6

to participate in the Publications Council meeting
of the Entomological Society of America. He also
traveled to San Diego, CA, August 19-22 to attend
the Governing Board meeting of the Entomological
Society of America.

Tom Sappington drove through 8 central and south-
ern states May 30-June 6 to collect European corn
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borer adults at ~250-mile intervals for a population
genetics study. Tom also participated in the inaugural
meeting of LAMS (Lepidopteran Aerobiology
Modeling System), a new working group of
NCERA-148, which was held June 27-29 at State
College, PA.

Kristine Schaefer traveled to Malvern, PA, from July
17-19 to attend a water quality workshop: Blue-
Green Summit: Clean Water through Residential
IPM.

Angela Tague traveled to Sioux Falls, SD, to visit the
Sertoma Butterfly House and work with their educa-
tional coordinator from June 7-12.

Vera Williams traveled to Vandalia, MO, from May
15-18 for field work and training for her research and
to Columbia, MO, from June 19-21 to attend a water
quality coordinating meeting.

John VanDyk traveled to Finland, MN, July 20-22

to meet with significant contributors to the
BugGuide.net community and discuss improvements
to the website. The meeting was held in conjunction
with Minnesota Odonatologists and included field
trips to diverse northwoods habitats. VanDyk main-
tains http://bugguide.net, which includes more than
115,000 insect images and receives over 2 million
hits per day.

Junwei Zhu gave an invited talk in June at USDA-
ARS-CMAVE, in Gainesville, FL, on “Discovery and
development of botanical-based insect repellents and
larvicides for integrated mosquito management.” In
August, he also spoke at USDA-ARS-NPA, Lincoln,
NE, and USDA-ARS-ALARC, Maricopa, AZ, on “Re-
search and Development of novel technologies for
modern integrated pest management.”

International Travel

Bryony Bonning and Huarong Li traveled to
the Society of Invertebrate Pathology meeting in
Quebec, Canada, to present research August 12-17.

Rick Hellmich attended the European Food Safety
Authority (EFSA) Scientific Colloquium: Environ-
mental Risk Assessment of Genetically Modified
Plants - Challenges and Approaches, held June 20
- 21 in Tabiano, Italy.



Russell Jurenka traveled to Tel Aviv, Israel, July
14-21 to meet with Ada Rafaeli about a collabora-
tive research project funded through BARD. He then
traveled to Jena, Germany, to attend the International
Society of Chemical Ecology annual meeting, held
July 22-24.

Elliot Krafsur traveled to London, England, to meet
with collaborators at the London School of Hygiene

and Tropical Medicine to plan genetic and ecological
research on trypanosomiasis.

Matt O’Neal traveled to Toronto, Canada, May 29-30
where he served as an external reviewer of a PhD dis-
sertation at the University of Guelph.

Marlin Rice lead the International Field Trip in Biol-
ogy Class (BIOL394 Natural History of the Serengeti)
to Arusha in northern Tanzania during May 7-23.
Seventeen students, including 2 alumni, participated
in the field trip and Brendan Dunphy and Matt Wi-
hlm served as teaching assistants for the class. This
was the third field trip that Marlin has lead to east
Africa.

Eric Scolaro gave an oral presentation on Comple-
ment Lysis in Leishmania chagasi, at the biennial
meeting of the Society of Tropical Veterinary Medi-
cine held in Merida, Mexico, in June.

Other

Angela Tague and Greg Courtney held an informa-
tional meeting about the Insect Zoo on May 2, in
part to discuss alternative ideas for future financial
support of the zoo.

On August 11-12 and 18-19 Angela Tague, along
with Joel Coats, Derek Graven, Ken Holscher, Rus-
sell Jurenka, Kelly Kyle, Donald Lewis, Maegan
Olemann, Matt O’Neal, Gretchen Paluch, Marlin
Rice, Wendy Sparks, Tonya Ward, and Matt Wihlm,
took the Insect Zoo to the lowa State Fair.

Rick Hellmich organized and moderated a session
“Honey Bee Colony Collapse Disorder” at the 9th In-
ternational Pollination Symposium on Plant-Pollina-
tor Relationships - Diversity in Action. The meeting
was held June 24 — 28 in Ames, 1A.



