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Personnel News

M. Felicitas Avendano joined the Soybean Entomol-
ogy laboratory as a post-doctoral researcher. Felicitas 
is exploring the impact to soybean quality and po-
tential interaction between soybean cyst nematodes 
and soybean aphids with Drs. Matt O’Neal and Greg 
Tylka. 

Anastasia Bodnar conducted research with Sijun Liu 
on insect resistant transgenic plants as part of a rota-
tion in the Bonning lab through the interdepartmen-
tal Genetics program. 

Two new undergraduates, Brendan Dunphy and Bri-
anne Simonsen joined the Bartholomay lab. 

Lisa M. Fraser began work as Biological Science Aid 
with USDA, ARS. Lisa transferred from DMACC to 
ISU to study microbiology. She will be assisting Dr. 
Kim in his population genetics studies.

Amy Rohlfi ng, an undergraduate from the University 
of Iowa, conducted an internship with Bryony Bon-
ning through the PWSE program. Amy worked with 
Wendy Sparks on baculoviruses –host interaction.

INCOMING STUDENTS

Jessica Davis entered a Ph.D. program in Entomol-
ogy / Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. Jessica will 
work in Greg Courtney’s lab, conducting research on 
crane fl ies (Diptera: Tipuloidea).

Ashley Jessick is a new graduate student conducting 
a rotation in the Coats lab this semester. She received 
a B.S. with a double major in Chemistry and Bio-
chemistry from Wartburg College, Waverly, IA. 

Nina Richtman joined the Bonning lab to work on 
development of aphid resistant transgenic plants.

Matthew Wihlm and Joseph Rowlett entered M.S. 
programs in Entomology. Both will work in Greg 
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Courtney’s lab, conducting research on various aspect 
of Diptera systematics.

DEPARTURES
Betsy Matos has been appointed Biosafety Offi cer 
with Environmental Health and Safety at ISU.

GRADUATIONS

Amanda Jacobson successfully defended her M.S. 
thesis in June. Her thesis was titled, “Phylogenetic 
analysis of Nearctic Blepharicera Macquart (Diptera:
Blephariceridae).” Amanda is now working on a 
Ph.D. at the University of Tennessee.

Laura Jesse graduated and is working as Assistant 
Scientist with Mark Gleason in Plant Pathology. 

Kevin Johnson graduated in August with a M.S. from 
the Department of Entomology. His thesis was titled, 
“Management of the soybean aphid, Aphis glycines 
Matsumura (Hemiptera: Aphididae), in Iowa”. 

Brendon Reardon graduated in May with his Ph.D. 
in Entomology. On Aug. 15, he began a postdoctoral 
appointment in the Department of Entomology, Uni-
versity of California-Riverside, working in Dr. Elaine 
Backus’ laboratory at the USDA San Joaquin Valley 
Agricultural Sciences Center at Parlier, California. He 
will be conducting research on feeding behavior of 
the glassy-winged sharpshooter.

Nina Richtman graduated with a Masters degree for 
her work on “Larval feeding behaviors of black cut-
worm (Agrotis ipsilon) on HerculexTM I”. Nina has is 
now working toward a Ph.D. in the Bonning lab.

Meghan Smith and Darryl Reed graduated with un-
dergraduate degrees in Entomology.
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Awards and Honors 
Nathan Brockman, butterfl y wing curator at 
Reiman Gardens received the Professional and 
Scientifi c Outstanding New Professional Award. 
This award recognizes a P&S staff member who 
has demonstrated outstanding accomplishments 
unusually early in his or her professional career at 
Iowa State. A $1,500 award is granted. 

Joel Coats was recipient of a major American 
Chemical Society award: the International Award 
for Research in Agrochemicals. Joel received the 
award at the ACS annual meeting that was held in 
Atlanta.

Brendan Dunphy was awarded the fi rst Wayne A. 
Rowley scholarship in Entomology. This scholar-
ship provides $1,500 to students with preference 
given to applicants concentrating on medical ento-
mology.

Zhiyan Liu received a USDA CSREES fellowship 
waiver of the registration fee for attendance of the 
Molecular Insect Science meeting held in Tucson, 
Arizona in May.

Dan McCoy, a junior in Entomology was awarded 
the William F. Helms Memorial Scholarship. This 
scholarship provides $5,000 along with paid em-
ployment during the summer and career opportu-
nities with the USDA APHIS-PPQ department after 
graduation. Dan will be working in Iowa monitor-
ing Pine shoot beetle (Tomicus piniperda). APHIS-
PPQ recently put the entire state of Iowa under 
quarantine for this new, invasive pest.

Kelsey Prihoda was awarded runner-up for the 
Young Scientist Research Recognition Award from 
the Agrochemicals Division of the American Chem-
ical Society National Meeting in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Nicholas Schmidt won the outstanding M.S. stu-
dent award given by the International Organization 
of Biological Control for his study of the natural 
enemy community within soybeans and their im-
pact on soybean aphids. 

Wendy Sparks was awarded an Iowa State Univer-
sity Teaching Excellence Award in May. This award 
recognizes the accomplishments of the top 10% of 
teaching assistants.
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EXTENSION, EDUCATIONAL, TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

Marlin Rice, Matt O’Neal and Palle Pedersen pub-
lished an update of their fact sheet (SP-247, “Soy-
bean Aphids in Iowa”). This 10-page, color publi-
cation includes several detailed photographs and 
features the recent advances in soybean aphid IPM, 
including several tools developed through research 
conducted by Dr. O’Neal’s Soybean Entomology 
Laboratory.

Out-of-state Travel

Lyric Bartholomay traveled to Fort Collins, CO, 
and met with colleagues at the Centers for Disease 
control. 

Lyric Bartholomay and Huarong Li traveled to Madi-
son, WI, July 9 – 11 to speak at the UW Symposium 
on Innate Immunity in Mosquito Vectors.

Bryony Bonning traveled to Tucson, AZ, to present 
at a CSREES USDA Awardee Workshop, May 20 and 
the 5th International Symposium on Molecular Insect 
Science, May 20-24. Zhiyan Liu presented a poster at 
the Symposium.

Joel Coats traveled to Lubbock, TX, to serve on a 
review team of the Department of Environmental 
Toxicology at Texas Tech University, May 10-12. 
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Joel Coats participated in the fi rst annual James 
McKim Ecotoxicology Workshop at the US EPA Mid-
Continent Ecological Research Lab in Duluth, MN, 
June 26-27.

Joel Coats, Lindsey Gereszek, Dingfei Hu, Hirofumi 
Kosaki, and Kelsey Prihoda traveled to Stilwell, KS, 
to Bayer Crop Science to pick up donated equipment 
and tour the facilities, July 12. 

Greg Courtney traveled to Anchorage, AK, from 31 
May to 19 June, to attend a meeting of the North 
American Benthological Society. Courtney presented 
two invited papers titled “Taxonomy and identifi ca-
tion of aquatic Diptera” and “Studies of aquatic fl ies 
in the 21st Century: A renaissance in dipterology?”

Dingfei Hu, Vera Williams, Hirofumi Kosaki and 
Joel Coats attended the Ozark Prairie Society of 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry meeting in 
Columbia, MO, May 22-24. 

Laura Jesse and Donald Lewis attended the National 
Conference on Urban Entomology in Raleigh, NC, 
May 20-24.

Russ Jurenka traveled to Washington, DC, to attend 
a USDA-NRI Competitive Grants panel in July.

Matt O’Neal and Wayne Ohnesorg attended a work-
shop 15-16 May at the Richardson Wildlife Founda-
tion in West Brooklyn, IL, to discuss a classical bio-
logical control program targeting the soybean aphid. 
Researchers and graduate students from Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Indiana and Iowa developed a program 
for monitoring and assessing the potential non-target 
impacts from such a program.

Matt O’Neal presented a seminar at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln for the Department of Entomology 
on 17 April. He traveled to Oak Lake Field Sta-
tion near Brookings, SD, for the Midwest Biological 
Control Institute’s Summer Short Course. This year’s 
Institute, titled “The Natural History and Taxonomy 
of the Carabidae” was hosted by Jonathon Lund-
gren of the USDA-ARS laboratory at Brookings. Dr. 
O’Neal was an instructor, leading a workshop on the 
conservation of Carabidae within an agroecosystem. 
The workshop was conducted from 25-28 June and 
included students and researchers from across the 
North Central Region. Nick Schmidt also attended 
the workshop.

Beth Minner and Carol Pilcher traveled to Fargo, 
ND, to attend the NCR Pesticide Education and Cer-
tifi cation Workshop, August 13-16.

Marlin Rice attended the Summer Governing Board 
Meeting of the Entomological Society of America 
June 12-15 and will serve as the secretary/treasurer 
for the national meeting to be held in Indianapolis, 
IN.

Marlin Rice attended a meeting of the Entomological 
Society of America elected offi cers in Madison, WI, 
August 1-2. 

Tom Sappington served on a FIFRA Scientifi c Advi-
sory Panel to discuss “A Set of Scientifi c Issues Being 
Considered by the Environmental Protection Agency 
Regarding: Analysis of a Natural Refuge of Non-cot-
ton Hosts for Monsanto’s Bollgard II Cotton” held on 
June 12-15 in Arlington, VA.

Kyung Seok Kim presented a poster, “EST-derived 
microsatellites from western corn rootworm and 
their potential as population genetics markers”, at 
the Evolution 2006 Conference held June 22-27, in 
Stony Brook, NY.

Angela Tague and Matt Wihlm attended the 2006 
Invertebrates in Captivity conference in Rio Rico, 
AZ, July 26-30.

Jon Tollefson participated in the Alvreno Institute 
Connecting Student Learning Outcomes to Teaching 
Assessment and Curriculum Workshop in Milwau-
kee, WI, June 18-21.

Jon Tollefson participated in discussions between 
EPA and FMC concerning the reregistration of Fu-
radan (carbofuran) applications to corn in Washing-
ton, DC, July18-19.

International Travel

Bryony Bonning traveled to the University of Dur-
ham, England on May 31 to give a research presenta-
tion and meet with Dr. John Gatehouse to discuss 
ongoing collaborative research. 

Rebecca Brown traveled to Antananarivo, Madagas-
car to conduct research and collect insect specimens, 
June 6 to July 4. 
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Joel Coats traveled to Vancouver, British Columbia 
to serve on the Scientifi c Advisory Panel of EcoSmart 
Technologies, Inc., and present research results, June 
14-18.

Joel Coats attended the 11th International Congress 
of Pesticide Chemistry in Kobe, Japan August 4-12. 
He served as an organizer/moderator for natural 
products chemistry session and presented a poster. 
Hirofumi Kosaki also attended.

Elliot Krafsur traveled to the United Kingdom to 
plan and coordinate further research in Africa on 
an NIH supported project, “Ecology, genetics, and 
physiology of insect vectors.” 

Other

The Medical Entomology website, which provides 
up-to-date information on mosquito and tick-borne 
disease surveillance in Iowa, is now up and running. 
See www.ent.iastate.edu/medent. 


